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The Board of Trustees 
approved a tuition increase 
of 3.25 percent on Friday, 
which is the largest increase 
the university has seen in 
fi ve years.
For the 2015-16 academic 
year, students with residency 
in South Carolina paid up 
to $11,482 in tuition fees, 
and non-South Carolina 
residents paid up to $30,298. 
Starting in the fall of 2016, 
resident tuit ion will cost 
$11,855 and out-of-state 
tuit ion will cost $31,283. 
This is close to a $1,000 
increase for out-of-state 
students.
The State reported that 
ot her  publ ic  fou r -yea r 
colleges in South Carolina 
have approved similar tuition 
increases. Clemson increased 
t u it ion by 3.14 percent 
for in-state students and a 
staggering 4.27 percent for 
out-of-state students, who 
make up about one-third 
of the student population. 
College of Charleston and 
Coastal Carolina hiked up 
tuition by 3.5 percent and 
3.29 percent, respectively.
State funding for USC 
and other publ ic h igher 
education outlets has steadily 
decreased since the 1980s 
and took another big hit 
after the Great Recession. In 
2007, funding from the state 
accounted for 23 percent 
of USC’s budget — over 
twice as much as the meager 
portion, about 10.5 percent, 
it now funds.
The American Council 
of Educat ion cites South 
Carol i na  a s  one of  t he 
“ b i g g e s t  lo s e r s”  w he n 
it  comes to f unding for 
h igher  educ at ion .  T he 
s t ate’s  gover n ment  ha s 
de c re a s e d  f u nd i ng  for 
public universities by 66.8 
percent between 1980 and 
2011. According to ACE, if 
this trend continues state 
funding will reach zero by 
2031.
President Harris Pastides, 
A f ter  being r u led 
out of order twice by 
Speaker of the House 
Paul Ryan for bringing 
up  g u n leg i s l at ion , 
U.S.  Representat ive 
Jim Clyburn (D-SC) 
decided it was time to 
try a different strategy. 
Last Wednesday, he 
helped lead a group of 
Democrats in a sit-in 
protest on the f loor of 
the House that lasted 
over 25 hours. 
T h e  m o v e  w a s 
des ig ned to protest 
Ryan’s decision to not 
a l low t he House to 
vote on gun control 
leg islat ion af ter the 
largest mass shooting in 
U.S. history took place 
in Orlando.
“We started this week 
ask ing the quest ion, 
‘W hen can we get a 
vote?’ and were shouted 
down,” Clyburn said 
outside the Capitol after 
the protest. “[It] does not 
sound like he wanted to 
give us a vote.”
I n  r e s p o n s e , 
Democrats tried to block 
all regular business from 
taking place on the fl oor 
of the House.
C l y b u r n ,  w h o 
represents a dist r ict 
t hat  s t retches  f rom 
Columbia to Charleston 
and includes the USC 
campus, is the assistant 
democrat ic leader in 
the House and played 
a prominent role in the 
protest that stretched 
into Thursday morning. 
Ultimately, Republicans 
adjourned the House for 
the traditional week-long 
Fourth of July recess 
without casting a vote 
on either the so-called 
“no f ly, no buy” bill 
that would have banned 
those on the no-fl y list 
from buying guns or a 
proposed bill to require 
background checks for 
all gun purchases.
The most prominent 
leader of the protest was 
Rep. John Lewis (D-
GA), who was a student 
leader in the civil rights 
movement in the 1960s.
“Ma ny yea r s  ago, 
when I was only 20 years 
old, I participated in sit-
ins and by sitting down, 
we were really standing 
up,” Lewis said in an 
interview with CNN 
during the protest. “Too 
many of our children, 
too many of our sisters 
a n d  b r o t h e r s ,  o u r 
mothers and fathers, our 
friends, our cousins are 
dying by guns. And we 
have to do something 
about it .  We cannot 
wait.”
Lewis alluded to his 
history of non-violent 
c i v i l  d i sob ed ience , 
i nc lud i n g  w he n  he 
served as chairman of 
the Student Nonviolent 
C o o r d i n a t i n g 
Committee from 1963 
until 1966.
“Sometimes you have 
to violate a rule or law 
to uphold a greater law 
— a moral law,” Lewis 
said. “We have a right 
to stand up, to speak 
up, to speak out and we 
have a right to sit down 
or to sit in, to engage in 
non-violent protest. It is 
always right to do right.”
C l y b u r n  e c h o e d 
L e w i s ’  w o r d s 
Wednesday as he led a 
prayer on the fl oor of the 
House, praying for gun 
violence vict ims who 
died “because of our 
refusal to speak up, stand 
up, and support just laws 
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USC off icials have proposed 
an end to pledging periods and 
activities for university chapters 
of fraternities and sororities.
Fraternity chapters’ ability to 
conduct themselves without 
policy violations is called into 
question because the majority of 
them have been either suspended 
or placed on probation within 
the last three school years. In 
the 2015-16 school year, eight 
fraternities were sanctioned for 
misconduct, and in the year 
prior, a pledge died of alcohol 
poisoning, The State reports. 
Most violations are alcohol-, 
drug- or hazing-related.
The possible ban was initially 
brought up during a summit 
at USC with school officials as 
well as national fraternity and 
sorority officers. The summit 
was one that attempted to address 
issues surrounding Greek life 
on campus and open a dialogue 
on what action to take. After 
proposing the ban, university 
spokesman Wes Hickman says 
that student leaders are to be 
included in such dialogue when 
they return in the fall. 
“Our objective would not be to 
force anybody into this situation, 
but to have an agreement that is 
mutually benefi cial to all of the 
chapters and all of the students 
and to agree on that together,” 
Hickman said.
As they currently stand, fraternity 
pledging periods can last for 
several weeks — up to three 
months. Fraternity members 
can dedicate the allotted time 
to having their pledges engage 
in various activities that are in 
violation of conduct codes or 
harmful to the pledges. 
Jerry Brewer, associate v ice 
president for Student Affairs and 
Academic Support, hopes to keep 
future pledges from having to 
risk their safety in the process of 
becoming a fraternity brother. 
He also believes that if USC 
implements the ban, it could be 
an act of leadership for at least 
the rest of the Southeastern 
Conference.
“If the SEC can set a tone, we can 
solve some things because the 
SEC has the same prominence 
with fraternities and sororities 
that it is with athletics ... We 
might lay a big egg,” Brewer said. 
Tim Bryson, a 2016 graduate of 
USC, served as fraternity council 
president until he was impeached 
after he moved to halt fraternity 
recruitment. His decision to do so 
stemmed from his concern for the 
health and safety of current and 
prospective fraternity brothers. 
Bryson detailed a response to the 
proposed pledging ban on his 
blog last week.
“ W h i l e  s o m e  c a l l  i t  a n 
‘overreaction’ and others deem it 
necessary for social change, I was 
shocked that university leadership 
broke silence on an issue that was 
highlighted nine months ago 
when I got impeached,” Bryson 
wrote, “For ‘doing the right 
thing, though not following the 
rules.’”
Bryson says that USC’s response 
to violations and student safety 
concerns is one that is correct 
in its desire to change for the 
better, but is also one that does 
not necessarily admit any guilt 
in the situation. Considering the 
health risks and even the deaths 
of certain students pledging for 
Greek organizations, Bryson 
stresses that all involved in Greek 
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USC’s Greek Village on Blossom Street houses members of fraternities and sororities.
T. Michael Boddie
@THEHUMANBODDIE
Potential ban raises concerns
Clyburn helps 
lead sit-in protest 
in US House
Courtesy of MCT Campus 
U.S. Representative John Lewis receives the Harvey 
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Inmate killed at Bishopville prison
Benedict president responds to 
petition
Staley, Tanner refl ect on Coach 
Summitt’s passing
The South Carolina Department of Corrections is investigating the death 
of an inmate at one of South Carolina’s largest prisons. Ae Kingratsaiphon, 
35, was serving a life sentence at Lee Correctional Institution in Bishopville 
when he was killed, The State reports. A second inmate also required 
treatment at an outside facility. Kingratsaiphon had been in prison at the 
maximum security facility since 1999.
 — Compiled by Mary Ramsey
The president of Benedict College responded to an online petition with 
his own fi ve-page response. WIS reports that the letter, directed towards 
the student who created the Change.org petition to “Take Back Benedict” 
in response to a tuition increase, criticized the move. President David H. 
Swinton argued that the move was necessary to keep the school going, 
and he rejected the idea that a “lack of fi scal discipline” created the need, 
claiming that a decrease in funding over recent years has left the school 
in a bind. He also said that the student should have taken the issue to him 
before taking to social media. Swinton did take the time to acknowledge the 
student’s passion for the school.
 — Compiled by Mary Ramsey
Following reports on the death of Pat Summitt, former University of 
Tennessee women’s basketball coach, USC’s own coach Dawn Staley, 
delivered a statement in refl ection. Summitt was an esteemed coach whom 
many players and coaches, including Staley, looked up to. “I can’t think of 
anyone whose footsteps I would want to follow other than hers,” Staley said. 
USC’s Athletics Director Ray Tanner also responded to the coach’s passing. 
“Pat Summitt was not just a championship coach, she was a transformational 
leader for women’s sports,” he said.
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life reap what is sown 
“ f rom each  ot her ’s 
shortcomings.”
“A  s h a red  pu r p o s e 
to joining a fraternity 
is to become a part of 
an entity with shared 
values and commitment 
to service,” Bryson says, 
“not to sacrifice your 
health for the Greek 
alphabet.”
The recent graduate 
also believes that the 
p r o p o s a l ’ s  s u d d e n 
or “ext reme” nature 
i s  due  to  a  l ack  of 
communicat ion from 
the top down and with 
ot her  s t a keholder s , 
especially those who 
were not at the summit 
in the spring.
“There is an obvious 
d iscon nec t  bet ween 
university leadership, 
student leadership, and 
third-party stakeholders 
when the pronouns ‘we’ 
and ‘they’ are thrown 
around as if this is not 
our problem to solve 
together,” Bryson told 
the Chronicle of Higher 
Education. Bryson says 
he would have liked to 
attend the summit to 
voice his own ideas for 
improvements in Greek 
life.
Cu r rent  Fr ater n it y 
Council President Joe 
Stuhrenberg does not 
agree with the notion 
that a ban on anything, 
let alone pledging, is a 
correct way to go about 
solving issues in student 
life. 
S t u h r e n b e r g  s a y s 
the proposa l  by the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s 
“fl awed on a number of 
levels” and expressed his 
opposition in a statement 
to both The State and 
The Daily Gamecock.
“First and foremost, 
i t ’s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
overreach,” Stuhrenberg 
s a i d  o f  b a n n i n g 
pledging. He also stated 
that such action, if it 
i s  to be considered, 
should be considered by 
fraternity chapters’ 
national offi ces as they 
are the most familiar 
with issues within their 
organizations.
“ T h e  i d e a  t h a t  a 
dec ree  f rom USC’s 
adm i n is t rat ion w i l l 
be a cata lyst  to t he 
disappearance of deeply 
ingrained problems like 
hazing and personal 
serv itude is nothing 
more  t h a n  w i s h f u l 
thinking,” Stuhrenberg 
s a id .  “ T he s e  r i s k y 
behaviors—and others 
like them—will simply 
move u nderg rou nd, 
leaving all stakeholders 
with even bigger issues 
at hand.” 
Not every fraternit y 
chapter  on  c a mpu s 
currently has pledging 
per iod. Second-year 
exercise science student 
and former fraternity 
member Akash Desai 
wa s  a  member  of  a 
f r a t e r n i t y  w i t h  no 
pledging period.
“[A] few years back our 
entire chapter got shut 
down based on serious 
hazing issues and the 
guidelines our chapter 
had to follow in order 
to regain our charter 
was st r ic t ly  aga inst 
a ny  p ledge  proce s s 
whatsoever in order to 
prevent hazing issues in 
the future,” Desai said. 
Desai understands the 
call for a change in order 
to maintain the well-
being of future fraternity 
members and students 
in general. However, he 
says that shortening the 
pledging process may 
not be as effective as one 
could hope.
“I think there’s good in 
having a pledge process 
and (in) not having one,” 
Desai said. “The upside 
of no pledge process 
means there’s less risk 
of injury and bad things 
happening as well as 
less animosity between 
older brothers and new 
members,  whi le the 
pledge process gives 
the new guys a feeling 
of belonging since [the] 
older guys went through 
the same things.” 
Desai says that hazing 
can be problematic, but 
shrinking the pledge 
process may not be 
effective because hazing 
could go under radar.
“I honestly don’t see 
hazing as something 
that’s productive, and it’s 
caused lots of problems 
for fraternity men across 
the count r y,” Desa i 
said. He suggested that 
monetary f ines could 
possibly be an effective 
way to crack down on 
hazing allegations.
Universit y President 
Harris Pastides said on 
Friday that if fraternities 
can stay out of trouble 
unt i l the end of the 
2016-17 academic year, 
the university might not 
have to implement the 
pledging ban. Pastides 
hopes that fraternity 
chapters would see the 
possible ban not as a 
threat, but as a proposal 
t h a t ,  i f  he a r d  a nd 
understood by student 
l e ade r s ,  s hou ld  b e 
effective in and of itself.
“I would love nothing 
more than if we got 
to a point where we 
had a pact w ith the 
o r g a n i z a t io n s  t h a t 
said, ‘Trust us. Let us 
continue. We heard you. 
We’re going to have a 
clean bill of health this 
year.’ And, maybe, we 
won’t need to be that 
radical about pledging,” 
Pastides told The Post 
and Courier Friday.
Bryson, in ref lecting 
b o t h  o n  h i s  o w n 
impeachment and the 
idea of a campus-wide 
ba n ,  ex pre s sed  t he 
importance of civility 
and effective dialogue 
among those involved in 
controversy.
“Accountability does not 
mean you’re blaming 
others,” Bryson said, 
“but encouraging them 
to do the right thing.”
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who in 2014 pressed the general 
assembly to account for a 3 percent 
increase in tuition to no avail, told the 
state that this year’s tuition hike is a 
small increase. He noted that more 
than all of the 3.25 percent would 
account for the pay raise going to 
faculty and staff this school year.
For in-state students, a 3.25 percent 
increase would mean paying $373 
more than the 2015-16 school year. 
But for out-of-state and international 
students, that percentage results in a 
much greater burden of nearly $1,000.
Rohan Bhandar i ,  a  f i r s t-year 
international business student from 
India, will be at USC for the whole 
four years. For him, the tuit ion 
increase is heavier than it is for most 
students.
“Even one percent hike is so much 
for us,” Bhandari said. “The population 
is increasing, and as the population 
increases they should decrease the 
tuition.”
Fourth-year English student Zoe 
Henrikson was unimpressed with the 
tuition hike in relation to the ever-
growing population of students at 
USC. 
“You’d think if we’re adding so many 
students then it wouldn’t be necessary 
to raise tuition that drastically,” she 
said.
Past ide s  told  The St ate  t hat 
the increase in student population, 
q u e s t i o n e d  b y  B h a n d a r i  a n d 
Henrikson, is what keeps tuition from 
being bumped up even higher.
In addit ion to a t u it ion h ike, 
USC will increase dining, housing 
and parking fees. Housing fees will 
cost 4 percent more than last year, 
averaging about $5,130 per student. 
As for parking, students will pay $80 
more for garages and $10 more for 
surface lots for a full year. According 
to USC, the increased parking fee will 
account for an improvement in parking 
facilities, such as better lighting, more 
cameras and repainted lines.
3 Wednesday, June 29, 2016
Get our headlines
in your inbox daily!
Go to dailygamecock.com
and click on subscribe to sign up!
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-MAIL NEWSLETTER
that could ensure the safety and security 
for our fellow humans.” 
Clyburn alluded to his own past 
with the civil rights movement when 
he addressed USC students and the 
media last year at a Greene Street voter 
registration event he cohosted. 
“When I was a student I was sitting 
in, kneeling in and going to jail,” he said. 
“In fact, I met my wife in jail when we 
were students at South Carolina State, 
because we were challenging the status 
quo. And it’s time for the status quo to 
get challenged once again.” 
Lewis greeted Clyburn warmly as 
they stood next to each other during 
the protest and made reference to their 
shared history of controversial activism 
and civil disobedience. 
“If someone had told me then that 
the two of us would be serving in the 
House of Representatives together, I 
would say, ‘You’re crazy, you’re out of 
your mind, you don’t know what you’re 
talking about,’” Lewis said. 
Clyburn then turned to the press 
gallery. “Let me begin my remarks by 
thanking the media,” he said.
The press continued covering the 
protest even though the Republicans had 
briefl y adjourned the House in response, 
meaning that C-SPAN had stopped its 
live coverage. Clyburn referenced the 
continuing media presence.
“Thanks to them the American 
people got to look in on and listen 
to what is taking place on this floor,” 
he said. “The mikes were cut off, the 
cameras were cut off.”
For his part, Ryan derided the protest 
as “nothing more than a publicity 
stunt” in a appearance on CNN last 
Wednesday.
Clyburn closed his remarks from 
the f loor last Wednesday evening by 
referencing Martin Luther King’s letter 
from the Birmingham Jail, which was 
read by the protesting members at 
Clyburn’s request. 
“King said to us in that letter that we 
are going to be made to repent not just 
for the vitriolic words and deeds of bad 
people, but for the appalling silence of 
good people,” Clyburn said. “I am here 
to say today that the good people in this 
House have broken their silence. We 
will not be silent any longer.”
On social media, Clyburn referenced 
last year’s shooting at the Emmanuel 
AME church in Charleston. “MLK 
decried ‘the appalling silence of good 
people,’” Clyburn tweeted. “1 yr after 
#Emanuelamechurch I won’t be silent. 




50  d ay s  o f  s u m mer 
before classes begin, 
the nitty-gritty details 
of college might be the 
last thing on a student’s 
mind. However, now is 
an excellent time to start 
get t ing th ings ready 
for the fall semester … 
and maybe taking a few 
last-minute road trips as 
well.
Don’t become a couch 
surfer: Do you have a 
place to live?
Not living on campus 
can br ing a wave of 
excitement. New place, 
new people and more 
new adventures add to 
the fun t ime at USC. 
But if you’ve put of f 
fi nding an apartment or 
a house because of the 
craziness of the spring 
semester unt i l f inals 
crept up, it really is time 
to figure out where to 
live. Many complexes 
lower their rents closer 
to when classes start, so 
try to jump on a deal if 
you can.
Find textbooks to rent 
and/or buy, because you 
can’t borrow from your 
friends the whole year.
A lt hough t here  i s 
some t ime left before 
classes start, the extra 
t i me  a l low s  you  t o 
f ind the best deal on 
textbooks. Have a friend 
who took the class you’re 
going to take a semester 
or two ago? See if you 
can buy or rent it from 
them cheaply. Amazon 
h a s  g o o d  d e a l s  o n 
renting textbooks, and 
they are often cheaper 
than renting from the 
USC bookstore. Figure 
out if you want to rent or 
buy books from a website 
like Chegg, or if a classic 
textbook would suit your 
needs. Start ing early 
gives you extra time to 
fi nd the best deals, save 
money and have one less 
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 J u s t  u n d e r  t h r e e 
hours from downtown 
Columbia rests a hidden 
jewel  of  t he  Sout h 
Carolina coast — the 
Botany Bay Plantation.
T h e  B o t a n y  B a y 
Plantation, nicknamed 
Botany Bay, is a 3,363-
acre wildlife preserve 
with a r ich h istor y, 
protected wildlife and 
a unique oceanfront 
that makes the secluded 
beach a must-see along 
South Carolina’s coast.
F o r m e r l y  t w o 
plantat ions ,  Botany 
Bay has a long-standing 
history on Edisto Island 
as a source of major 
cot ton produc t ion . 
The f irst plantat ion, 
Bleak Hall Plantation, 
was built in 1798 by 
the Townsend family, 
but  t he  hou s e  w a s 
destroyed in a fi re later 
on.  John Tow nsend 
t hen purchased t he 
neighboring Sea Cloud 
Plantation in the mid-
1800s, and the land was 
soon producing t he 
most cotton in South 
Carolina.
A f ter  dest r uc t ion 
caused by the Civil War 
and the boll weevil in 
the 1920s, Dr. James 
Greenway combined 
both the Bleak Hall 
Pla nt at ion  a nd  t he 
Sea Cloud Plantation, 
giving the property its 
name of Botany Bay 
Plantation. After John 
Meyer — who received 
the land in 1968 — 
and his wife died, the 
property was officially 
opened by the South 
Carolina Department 
of Natural Resources 
in 2008. It is now a 
protected area of both 
wildlife and history.
The drive to Botany 
Bay is scenic, as the 
Podcasts have been steadily 
increasing in popularity in 
recent years, and there are 
thousands to choose from that 
cover a wide range of topics. 
One of the biggest benefits 
of podcasts over radio is the 
fact that they can focus more 
intently on a very specifi c topic 
and reach a more dedicated 
following, while many radio 
broadcasters are try ing to 
reach a broad audience and 
appeal to whoever happens to 
be listening. Here are several 
podcasts that excel at creating 
interesting content for their 
specifi c topic of discussion.
NPR Politics Podcast
The NPR Politics Podcast 
covers all of the important 
events going on in American 
pol it ic s  and t he elec t ion 
but does so in a welcoming, 
laid-back and conversational 
way. Each of the reporters 
provides insight and personal 
experiences to the discussions 
while remaining unbiased and 
professional. The crew usually 
puts out two to three episodes 
per week, including episodes 
dedicated to breaking news 
stories throughout the week 
as well as a weekly round-up 
each Thursday.  Episodes 
usually last 15 to 45 minutes 
and feature special guests, 
listener mail and several other 
segments.
PS I Love You XOXO
“PS I Love You XOXO” is 
a PlayStation-centric video 
game podcast featuring Colin 
Moriarty and Greg Miller. 
Moriarty and Miller are both 
former editors and podcast 
hosts from the popular gaming 
site IGN, and they bring their 
many years of experience in 
the gaming industry to the 
table as they talk about the 
biggest news and releases in 
the PlayStation community. 
The podcast is broken up into 
several segments, including 
a l ist of the biggest news 
stories involving PlayStation, 
a central topic to discuss 
and debate and a rundown 
of upcoming games. PS I 
Love You XOXO posts every 
Tuesday at 12 p.m. EST.
The Comedy Button
The Comedy But ton is 
a comedy podcast hosted 
by f ive guys from various 
entertainment companies, 
i nc lud ing Lucasf i lm and 
IGN, in their spare time. In 
the show, hosts Brian Altano, 
Max Scoville, Scott Bromley, 
Anthony Gallegos and Ryan 
Scott share their experiences 
and funny stories. They use 
their skill with improv comedy 
to entertain their audience 
of several hundred thousand 
listeners. The Comedy Button 
has a personal tone to it as, 
ever since the podcast started 
in 2011, the hosts have all 
offered personal accounts of 
their l ife experiences, and 
while the focus is on comedy, 
the show is known to have 
occasional moments of moving 
insight about growing up.
Radio Westeros
Podcasting has allowed for 
content directed towards a very 
specific audience to thrive, 
and that’s just what Radio 
Westeros is doing. Radio 
Westeros takes an in-depth, 
analytical look at the “A Song 
of Ice and Fire” novels that 
HBO’s “Game of Thrones” is 
based on. The show’s two hosts 
cover a different character 
or topic from the novels in 
each episode, and they deeply 
analyze the signifi cance of the 
topic and how it might play 
out in the future of the series. 
George R.R. Martin’s fantasy 
universe is immensely deep 
and complex, and it’s easy 
to miss certain details that 
Radio Westeros’ hosts bring 
up in their discussions. Radio 
Westeros has also partnered 
with another podcast, History 
of Westeros, to review each 
episode of seasons fi ve and six 
of HBO’s “Game of Thrones.”
4 podcasts to suit your ranging needs
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Botany Bay Plantation is a beautiful and secluded wildlife preserve that is rich in history and wildlife.
Olivia Reszczynski / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
With about 50 days of summer left, now is the time to 
take that road trip that you’ve had on your bucket list.
Courtesy of The Comedy Button
“The Comedy Button” is a podcast hosted by fi ve guys from different entertainment companies, who use their wit and experiences to make a hilarious improv show. 
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ALL INCLUSIVE—NO CAPS EVER
BRAND NEW LUXURY SHUTTLE TO CAMPUS
LESS THAN 2.5 MILES FROM CAMPUS
LOOK & LEASE 
FOR ONLY 
$60!
last hour of the drive is 
heavily populated with 
oak trees shrouded in 
Span ish moss.  Make 
sure to pack both food 
and water, as there are 
not many restaurants or 
grocery stores near the 
park. There are also no 
public restrooms on the 
property.
T h e  e n t r a n c e  i s 
modest, and although 
admission to the park 
is free, the collection 
of shells and wildlife is 
not permitted. Botany 
Bay, open from sunrise 
to sunset, is home to 
one of the top beaches 
for sea turtle nesting, as 
well as nesting areas for 
threatened bird species.
The park prov ides 
maps complete w it h 
directions to the beach 
and for a driving tour of 
the property. Ruins of 
the old plantations are 
labeled and described 
in short narratives on 
the map. The property 
contains a few fields of 
crops such as corn, as 
well as an abundance of 
sunfl owers.
From t he  pa rk i ng 
area, a beautiful half-
m i l e  w a l k  a l o n g  a 
gravel path, through 
stunning grasslands and 
palm trees, leads to the 
oceanfront. The beach 
itself is covered in shells 
— many are hanging 
from palm trees thanks 
to other v isitors that 
found and displayed the 
shells, since they were 
unable to take them 
home.
Sw i m m i n g  i s  no t 
easy as the current is 
strong, and old roots 
and shells reside beneath 
the surface of the water; 
however, the water is 
warm and perfect for a 
brief, ankle-deep escape 
from the heat. Skeletons 
of old trees are scattered 
a c r o s s  t h e  b e a c h , 
prov id i ng  exce l lent 
photo  a nd c l imbi ng 
opportunities. Besides 
a  few groups t ak ing 
family or engagement 
photos,  the beach is 
quiet, and it’s easy to 
fi nd a secluded location 
among the palm trees 
and branches.
A lthough a sl ightly 
l o n g e r  d r i v e  f r o m 
Columbia than Isle of 
Pa l m s  or  Su l l i va n’s 
Island, Botany Bay is 
a guarded treasure of 
both the history and 
the wildlife of South 
Carolina. Visitors will 
be charmed and awed by 
the quiet, natural beauty 
of Botany Bay — as long 
as they remember not to 
take the shells.
thing to worry about 
when classes start.
Evaluate your major: 
Is underwater basket 
weaving really going to 
give you the career you 
want?
Summer is also a good 
t ime to eva luate the 
major you have. Figure 
out if your current path 
is fulfi lling now and will 
continue to fulfi ll you in 
the future. Is your GPA 
tanking? The major you 
currently have might be 
too diffi cult for the time 
you are willing to give it. 
Perhaps there is another 
major that will help you 
achieve the same end 
goals, or maybe those 
end goals have changed. 
Without the load of 
classwork hanging over 
your head, now is a great 
time to really be honest 
with yourself.
Take a last-minute 
road trip.
Go to that one place 
y o u ’ v e  a l w a y s  s a i d 
you’d go to but have 
never gotten around to 
visiting. With all the tips 
for getting a head-start 
on preparation for the 
fall, there is still plenty 
of time to take that day 
trip to the beach, the 
mountains or that one 
city that you and your 
f r iends  have  a lway s 
wanted to go to. Now 
is a great time to travel 
a nd make memor ie s 
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Contact us to schedule a personal tour today.
803.667.3705
leasing@palmettocompress.com
SUN AND FUN  AT 
THE POOL DECK 
WITH FREE WIFI!
CHECK OUT THE ALL NEW 
PALMETTO COMPRESS
The Best Of Carolina Just Got Better
NOW LEASING!
NEIGHBORHOOD
Just steps from University of 
South Carolina and Downtown 
Columbia attractions and 
nightlife
AMENITIES
Fun & sun on the resident  
pool deck 
Resident TV lounge with games
State-of-the-art fitness  




Modern kitchens including 
granite countertops, breakfast 
bar, and GE stainless steel 
appliances
In-unit washer & dryer
High-effciency, individually 
controlled A/C and heat
Oversized windows with 
custom solar shades
USB/Duplex outlets
Patio and private balconies 
available
Select units with exposed brick 
walls and wood ceiling beams 
1-, 2-, & 3-BR New, Modern Apartments 
Available for Fall 2016. Reserve today! 
The Apartments at Palmetto Compress 
612 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29201
palmettocompress.com
The fa r  r ight  in 
America these days 
has rebranded itself. 
No longer are they 
the Tea Party or the 
party of Reagan; they 
are the a lternat ive 
r i g h t  (a l t - r i g h t ) . 
T h i s  m o v e m e n t , 
p o p u l a r i z e d  b y 
Dona ld Tr u mp, i s 
essentially an offshoot 
o f  m a i n s t r e a m 
conser vat i sm t hat 
t h r i v e s  m o r e  o n 
n a t i o n a l i s m  a n d 
x e n o p h o b i a  t h a n 
foreign pol icy and 
fiscal responsibility. 
W h i le  ma ny  have 
w r i t t e n  a r t i c l e s 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e 
bigot r y of  Dona ld 
Tr u mp ,  I  b e l i e ve 
t hat  d ist inc t ion is 
less concerning than 
t he bigot r y of  h i s 
followers. As many 
others have said, even 
if Donald Trump isn’t 
bigoted (or racist, or 
sexist, or a Klansman, 
or  a  neo-Naz i)  he 
certainly is the No. 
1 candidate of those 
who are.
Trump’s alt-right 
movement  for med 
early in the primary 
season as a result of 
his anti-establishment 
r h e t o r i c  a n d  h i s 
insistence on funding 
his own campaign. 
The immediate result 
was a schism between 
h is  movement and 
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e 
party. As the divide 
widened with every 
debate, the alt-right 
picked up more and 
more disenchanted 
Republ ican voters. 
As the pool of voters 
support ing the alt-
r ight increased, so 
d id t he number of 
unsavory characters 
and character ist ics 
within it.
T h e  a l t - r i g h t , 
pa r t ic u l a r l y  a f t e r 
t h e  d e f e a t  o f  a l l 
o t her  R epub l i c a n 
c a n d i d a t e s ,  h a s 
b e c o m e  a  b r o a d 
coal it ion of voters 
r a n g i n g  f r o m 
moderate Republicans 
who prefer Trump 
to Hil lar y Cl inton 
t o  r a b i d  u l t r a -
nationalists in favor of 
isolationism instead 
o f  g l o b a l i z a t i o n . 
Within this range of 
voters lies a sinister 
m i d d l e  g r o u n d , 
complacent with — 
and even accepting of 
— bigotry of all sorts.
This may seem like 
a rash generalization, 
but the sheer lack of 
pushback from both 
the Trump campaign 
and alt-right itself are 
worrying. Just take a 
look at offi cial Twitter 
spokesperson for the 
Tr u mp c a mpa ig n , 
Katrina Pierson. Or at 
Trump supporter and 
Breitbart columnist 
Milo Yiannopoulos. 
O r  w h a t  a b o u t 
Trump’s “Evangelical 
Execut ive Advisory 
B o a r d , ”  w h i c h 
i n c l u d e s  m a n y 
s t r on g l y  a nt i - g ay 
pastors and political 
fi gures, one of whom 




T h o s e  p u b l i c 
f igures are only the 
surface-level problem 
— even more hateful 
rhetoric l ies within 
the less high profile 
support the campaign 
receives. The online 
presence of Trump 
supporters should also 
be considered, with 
support ranging from 
a subreddit to a white 
supremacist website 
called “Stormfront.”
Outside of Trump’s 
confusing disavowal 
of David Duke, he has 
done little to distance 
h i m s e l f  o r  h i s 
movement from the 
more radical elements 
within it. Similarly, 
members of the alt-
right itself have done 
litt le to temper the 
growing hatred and 
bigotry it espouses. 
Tr u m p  c e r t a i n l y 
doesn’t help as h is 
vague, misleading and 
often bigoted rhetoric 
are what brought the 
white nationalists and 
anti-gay leaders to the 
same table in the fi rst 
place.
W h y  i s  t h i s  s o 
dangerous? Perhaps 
it ’s just my fear of 
a  s l i p  b a c k w a r d . 
A mer ica has made 
great progress since 
the 1960s, with an 
overa l l  increase of 
t o l e r a n c e  f o r  a l l 
peoples in politics. It 
has become passé to 
preach hate, racism 
and bigotry openly 
f rom t he pol it ica l 
podium. W hat the 
alt-right has done is 
leg it imize bigoted 
p o l i t i c a l  s p e e c h 
again. Not only that, 
but  t he movement 
a l m o s t  s e e m s  t o 
encourage it. I fear 
A m e r i c a n s  m i g ht 
once again cheer on 
G e o r g e  Wa l l a c e -
esque language from 
our politicians. If we 
normalize hate, the 
only direct ion this 
country will go in is 
backward.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor 
must not exceed 300 
words. Students must 
include their full name, 
major and year. Faculty 
and staff must include 
their full name, position 
a n d  d e p a r t m e n t . 
Community members 
must include their full 
name and applicable job 
title. Verifiable statements 
of fact must include at 
least one source; if we 
cannot verify a statement 
of fact, your letter will 
not be published until 
the writer implements 
necessa r y  changes 
or provides reputable 
sources for any facts 
in question. Letters are 










I f  y ou’v e  f o l lowe d 
world news in the last 
week or economic news 
in the last few months, 
you’ve heard at least a 
litt le bit about the UK 
voting to leave the EU, 
a  dec is ion com monly 
referred to as the Brexit. 
Feelings on the other side 
of the pond are running 
high, and among news 
outlets on this side of the 
pond, there seems to be 
a sort of consensus that 
the British vote indicates 
the advent of President 
Trump in November.
However, the steadily 
widening disaster area 
that is Donald Trump 
i s  d i f ferent  f rom t he 
little-understood, binary-
option referendum that 
t h e  B r i t i s h  u s e d  t o 
voice their opinions last 
Thursday.
T h i s  i s  no t  t o  s ay 
that there is no danger. 
Cer t a in ly  t he r i se  of 
far-r ight popul ism in 
Eu rope (see:  t he U K 
I ndependence  Pa r t y, 
A u s t r i a ’ s  F r e e d o m 
Party, Greece’s Golden 
Dawn, Hungary’s Jobbik 
Party, etc.) doesn’t bode 
well for the continent. 
Or the world. It is also 
not to say that it is not 
a warning that Trump 
could happen. As John 
Oliver put it, the will of 
the people can take you 
by surprise if you don’t 
pay enough at tent ion, 
a n d  t h e r e  a r e  “ n o 
f------ do-overs.”
But the Brexit isn’t an 
automatic in for Trump 
on elect ion day. First , 
a lt hough bot h sweep 
in on the t ide of ant i-
immigration nationalism 
and anti-establishment 
sentiment, the Brexit is 
an issue and Trump is a 
man. We aren’t voting on 
one question when we go 
to the polls in November; 
we’re vot ing on many, 
many questions, wrapped 
into an almost universally 
objectionable personality.
Look i ng at  Dona ld 
Trump, I can see that 
over t he years ,  we’ve 
agreed on some issues 
(a d m i t t e d l y  l e s s  s o 
recently, as he has catered 
to GOP primary voters) 
but the fact that he has, 
in the past , supported 
and opposed t h ings I 
support and oppose now 
i s  out weighed by  my 
judgment of his current 
unfi tness to be president 
b a s e d  o n  h i s  r a c i s t , 
sexist and frankly wrong 
and idiot ic statements 
throughout the course of 
the race.
T h e  B r e x i t  a s  a n 
issue was and is of ten 
conf using,  but in t he 
end,  it  was  one i s sue 
to  con s ider  f rom a l l 
s i d e s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e 
presidential race is two 
people,  who not on ly 
represent posit ions on 
many issues — some of 
wh ich you may agree 
with and some of which 
you may not — but who 
also have personalities, 
temperaments and skill 
sets that are important 
to consider when we’re 
electing our next chief 
diplomat.
A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t o 
consider when trying not 
to panic about the idea 
of a Trump presidency is 
the Brexit itself. Trump, 
w ho s e  p o l l  nu mb er s 
in general have fa l len 
recently, has attached his 
name and his movement 
f irmly to the Brexit — 
and if the UK’s economy 
continues to decline and 
their national situation 
worsens (Scotland leaves 
f o r  t he  EU,  I r e l a nd 
reunites and heads back 
to the EU, the Bregret 
gets too st rong, there 
i s  t rade/ im m ig rat ion 
backlash from the EU, 
etc.), A merican voters 
may rightfully take that 
as a warning about what 
could happen to our own 
cou nt r y  i f  we go t he 
same way as the UK. In 
other words, if the British 
parting ways with the EU 
ends up being bad for the 
UK, it may also be bad 
for Trump in the general.
So yes, of course we 
should take the Brex it 
as a dire warning about 
the consequences of not 
stay ing on top of the 
presidential election. It’s 
a warning that the vote 
might not go l ike we 
think it will. But it’s not 
even close to ensuring 
or even indicating that a 
Trump presidency is in 
our future.
Don’t get complacent. 
Primary #NeverTrump 
voters can tell you about 
the dangers of not taking 
The Donald ser iously 
from the beginning. But 
it’s not time to lose hope 
yet, either.
O n  a n y  g i v e n  s u n n y 
Sat urday af ternoon when 
school is in session, it’s not 
hard to fi nd a pup and owner 
strolling along on the lawn of 
the Horseshoe. Many in the 
student population either have 
or are in want of a dog of their 
own.
For students who want a 
dog in college and are capable 
of having one — those who 
are free of allergies, live where 
pet s  are a l lowed and can 
afford the upkeep — adopting 
is the best choice.
Adopt ing a dog instead 
of buying one saves a dog’s 
life and improves students’ 
emotional health and sense of 
responsibility.
There is no doubt that there 
are many animal shelters that 
k ill canines — in fact, 1.2 
million dogs are euthanized 
each year in shelters. While 
t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  n o - k i l l 
shelters ,  adopt ing f rom a 
shelter that does euthanize 
can save the lives of dogs that 
have a greater chance of dying 
in comparison to those in 
no-kill shelters. In addition 
to avoiding the physicality 
of death, the overall life and 
wellbeing of adopted dogs 
improve dramatically with 
respects to mood, health, 
fi tness and sociability.
W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 
improv ing your own l i fe, 
adopted dogs can be helpful 
in many ways. Many people 
who feel alone or rejected 
can empathize with the dog 
they adopt by finding value 
in things that might even be 
rejected by others. This is 
fostered by a secure emotional 
bond that an adopted dog can 
provide to its owner and is a 
major reason that emotional 
support dogs have become 
increasingly accepted.
When you have something 
ot her  t ha n you rsel f  t hat 
you need to take care of, 
you are forced to become 
responsible for it. Adopting 
a dog is helpful in teaching 
re spons ibi l it y  because it 
forces you to think and care 
about something other than 
yourself. Instead of thinking 
about what’s best for you, 
you also have to take into 
consideration what your dog 
wants and needs.
In a small way, adopting 
a dog helps you learn little 
lessons of self lessness along 
the road of cleaning up after, 
feeding, walking and playing 
with your adopted dog on a 
regular basis.
While you might consider 
adopting a dog just because 
you think it’s cute, consider 
the other benef it s — and 
responsibilities — that come 
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Follow us on our social media for updates on current news!
Arrive at 
orientation
Go to Russell 
House Basement 




Use ID as a key 





Don’t leave home without us!
DOWNLOAD THE DAILY GAMECOCK APP
Daily Gamecock 
A New Take on Class
You’ve never seen student housing with amenities like this.
School happens in the classroom. Life happens here. With over 16,000 square feet
of world-class amenities, from the Rooftop Pool to the rejuvenating Resident Spa,
Hub On Campus Columbia takes student housing to a whole new level.
NOW LEASING
Leasing Office Address: 
1426 Main Street 




Office Hours for Leasing Office:
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Phone: 803-369-8274
Fax: 888-748-0990
PHD • JORGE CHAMHOROSCOPES
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking 
dependable part time help. 
Must be able to work  some 
weekdays, weekends, and 
holidays. Apply in person with 
resume.




































35 It’s not free of
charge
37 Hoity-toity types
38 One with a busy
engagement
calendar
42 Take in or let out
43 Petal puller’s
pronoun
44 Way out there
45 Sicilian seaport
48 SOS responder












































































58 “Return of the
Jedi” dancing girl




















LEFT OF THE DIAL
RIGHT IN YOUR EAR 
Aries
Yo u ’ r e  w o n d e r i n g 
whet her love i s  even 
worth it anymore. Venus 
i s  m a k i ng  you  a  b it 
grumpy. This negative 
energy is just temporary, 
so don’t panic. Pretty 
soon, you’ll be falling 
in love again, or you’ll 
revisit wonderful feelings 
of connect ion with a 
longtime love.
Taurus
St ick  w it h  whatever 
you’re doing, and don’t 
g ive  up.  Mars  cou ld 
create a few problems, 
but these obstacles will 
soon g ive way. Don’t 
be discouraged by any 
temporary weirdness. 
Instead, stay focused 
on what you want to 
accomplish in your career 
and romantic life.
Gemini
You r  work  s it u at ion 
might feel bizarre right 
now as Saturn creates 
some setbacks. You could 
be trying something out 
that isn’t quite coming 
together. Talk things 
over  w it h  a  mentor, 
counselor or significant 
other. You need a fresh 
strategy.
Cancer
Your psychic abilities are 
super strong as Venus 
amplifi es your sensitivity. 
You could pick up on 
something diffi cult your 
s wee t he a r t  i s  g o i ng 
through. Pay attention to 
your instincts and dreams 
because your emotional 
radar is powerful.
Leo
You’re t r y ing to sor t 
o u t  y o u r  f e e l i n g s 
for  someone .  Venu s 
i s  c r e a t i n g  s o m e 
melod r a m a ,  a nd  i t ’s 
probably hard for you 
to find your way at the 
moment . Don’t make 
any huge decisions. You 
need more time to get 
balanced. Avoid giving in 
to pressure.
Virgo
You’ll want to take care 
of someone as Venus 
makes you feel tender and 
nurturing. Maybe your 
honey is going through a 
rough time, and he or she 
would appreciate a nice 
massage and a homemade 
dinner. Or perhaps a 
good friend could use a 
shoulder to cry on.
Libra
A moon opposit ion is 
creat ing some sexua l 
tension between you and 
somebody you can’t quite 
figure out. This person 
could be your complete 
opposite, or perhaps he 
or she holds contrasting 
political views to yours. 
You  c ou ld  e n joy  a n 
enticing and seductive 
dance.
Scorpio
Mercury is helping you to 
communicate in a clearer 
and more confi dent way. 
If you’ve been holding 
back, it’s time to speak 
up now. Maybe you need 
to have an important 
d iscussion w it h your 
sweetheart or your child. 
Go for it.
Sagittarius
You’l l  have loads of 
c h a r i s m a  a s  Sat u r n 
b r i n g s  y o u  s o m e 
powerful vibes. You’ll 
want to take a leadership 
role of some t ype at 
home or at work. You’ll 
have a great sense of 
vision, and you’ll know 
exactly what needs to 
be done to make things 
right.
Capricorn
Venus is bringing up 
some memories from the 
old days. Maybe you’re 
th ink ing about your 
childhood sweetheart, 
considering getting in 
touch with this person 
again. Or maybe you’re 
thinking about a former 
fl ame from your college 
years.
Aquarius
Yo u  c o u l d  d e v e l o p 
s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  f o r 
someone out of the blue. 
You haven’t fallen in love 
for a while, so this could 
be an unusually intense 
time. Or maybe you’ll 
just fa l l  in lust ,  and 
you’ll experience intense 
physical attract ion to 
someone.
Pisces
Jupiter is reminding you 
to be patient. If you’ve 
been  t r y i ng  to  w i n 
somebody’s affection, 
don’t give up just yet. 
Keep trying. Or if you’re 
looking for a better job, 
you might need to keep 
searching for a while. 
Things will improve for 
you soon. Don’t give up.
@thegamecock
FOLLOW US
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SPORTS 10
Position preview: Breaking down 
offensive weapons for 2016 season
Offensive weapons were hard to come 
by for the South Carolina football team in 
2015, and there is a cloud of uncertainty at 
the skill positions yet again this season. No 
receiver returns for 2016 with more than 
12 receptions, while the leading returner 
in terms of rushing yardage is quarterback 
Lorenzo Nunez, who is not expected to be 
used under center much in 2016. There will 
be plenty of new faces in prominent roles 
in the Gamecock offense this fall, so let’s 
get to know a little more about some of the 
















C.J. FREEMAN EVAN HINSON KOREY BANKS
Most fans probably k now 
who Williams is by now, as the 
redshirt junior has spent the last 
two seasons backing up Mike 
Dav i s  a nd Bra ndon W i lds . 
Williams has averaged 4.23 yards 
per carry over those two seasons, 
but that is largely benefi ted from 
his 5.7 clip in the 2014 season. 
The Philadelphia native is the 
favorite to receive a lion’s share 
of the carries at the beginning of 
the season, but it’s hard to know 
that Williams can really be the 
guy, considering his role over 
the past two years, especially 
with poor eff iciency in 2015. 
However, Williams was ranked 
in the ESPN 150 out of high 
school, so the potential is there. 
To win over South Carolina 
fans, Williams has to prove that 
he can be a consistent force in 
the backfi eld. 
A.J. TURNER
Here’s a guy who may be 
f ly ing under the radar in 
the backfield battle. Turner 
redshirted in 2015 after being 
rated the nation’s 80th best 
running back in his class, 
but he made his presence felt 
in the spring game, looking 
dynamic with the ball in his 
hands. 
Turner is going to be a 
dark horse in the competition 
for reps, particularly with a 
talented freshman coming 
in. However, the 5-foot-10, 
186-pound back has a lot of 
speed, which should certainly 
keep him in the hunt.
Speaking of that talented 
freshman, let’s take a look 
at Dowdle.  Hai l ing f rom 
Gaffney, S.C., Dowdle scored 
63 touchdowns during his 
senior year, but did not receive 
of fer s  f rom ma ny of  t he 
nation’s top programs. The 
South Carolina offer came 
in December, and Dowdle 
jumped at the chance to play 
for his local favorite.
D owd le  j u s t  i s n’t  t he 
typical true freshman. He has 
incredible agility, and he can 
impact the offense in a variety 
of ways. Don’t be surprised if 
you see Dowdle lining up in 
the slot as well as the backfi eld, 
and he could see some wildcat 
action as well, considering he 
played some quarterback in 
high school.
With litt le depth 
in 2015, Gamecock 
fans expected Samuel 
to emerge as a solid 
s e c o n d  o p t i o n 
a lon g s ide  Ph a roh 
Cooper. That didn’t 
q u i t e  w o r k  o u t . 
Injuries kept Samuel 
out of seven games, 
l i m i t i n g  h i m  t o 
161 yards on just 12 
receptions, and 104 
of  t hose ya rds ,  in 
addit ion to his sole 
score, came in the 
season finale against 
Clemson. 
S a m u e l ’s  s p e e d 
makes him a big play 
waiting to happen, but 
he must stay healthy 
and prove that the 
Clemson game wasn’t 
a fl uke. The coaching 
staff will expect him 
to be the guy from 
day one, so he needs 
to step up and prove 
h imsel f  wor t hy of 
the majority of the 
targets.
Charleston redshirted 
his first year in Columbia 
in 2015, but don’t expect 
the former walk-on to 
remain unknown. As of 
now, t here isn’t  much 
public information about 
the Illinois native, but he 
did impress the coaching 
staff with a solid spring, 
particularly racking up 54 
yards in the fi rst quarter of 
the spring game. 
Charleston is  l i s ted 
beh i nd  E dwa rds  a s  a 
second-teamer on t he 
preseason depth chart, but 
with plenty of youth at the 
position, expect to see him 
get some chances early in 
the season.
Smith has spent time on offense, 
defense and special teams during 
his college career, but he’s never 
really settled into a position. The 
new coaching staff hopes he can 
fi nd a home in the slot, but Smith 
will likely play a variety of roles on 
the offense. As a true freshman in 
2013, Smith showcased his skills 
against Coastal Carolina, running 
for 103 yards and a touchdown in 
his only signifi cant college action.
The redshirt junior has the 
athleticism and size to play in 
the slot, which will allow Samuel 
to stay on the outside, where he 
belongs. Smith won’t be able to 
replace Cooper’s production on 
the inside, but expect his quickness 
and versatility to earn him some 
valuable touches.
Hu rst  i s  one of 
the more interesting 
players on the roster, 
and the 24-year-old 
sophomore played 
two years of minor 
l e a g u e  b a s e b a l l 
before walk ing on 
at South Carol ina 
for the 2015 season. 
Listed at 6-foot-4, 
250 pounds, Hurst 
cer t a i n ly  ha s  t he 
s ize  to  play  t ight 
end, and he caught 
eight passes for 106 
yards last season in 
minimal action. 
Hu r s t  i s  l i s t e d 
at  t he  top  of  t he 
d e p t h  c h a r t  f o r 
t he  moment ,  a nd 
h e ’s  e x p e c t e d  t o 
m a k e  a  v a l u a b l e 
contribution at tight 
e n d  t h i s  s e a s o n . 
On t he  u nproven 
of fense, Hurst has 
shown f lashes (such 
as his 47-yard catch 
against Texas A&M) 
and fi gures to be an 
important piece in 
the red zone.
C r o s b y  w a s 
beaten out by Hurst 
l a s t  sea son ,  but 
they are currently 
both listed as fi rst-
t e a mer s  on  t he 
preseason dept h 
chart. Crosby was 
highly recruited, 
a s  E S P N  r a t e d 
h i m  a s  a  f o u r -
star prospect, the 
fourth-best t ight 
end in the nation 
and the third-best 
player  i n  Sout h 
Carolina. At just 
6 - f o o t - 1 ,  2 2 6 
pou nds ,  Crosby 
doesn’t have the 
prototypical tight 
end size,  but he 
c e r t a i n l y  h a s 
a  s t r o n g  w o r k 
ethic, being given 
O u t s t a n d i n g 
W e i g h t  R o o m 
honors in 2015.
S i z e  i s  a n 
issue that Hurst 
doesn’t have, but 
Crosby was rated 
highly during his 
recruitment for a 
reason, and he’ll be 
looking to prove it. 
W hile under the 
radar, this could 




Edwards is another talented 
freshman expected to make a 
signifi cant contribution to the 
offense right away. A four-star 
recruit, Edwards decommitted 
from South Carolina after 
Steve Spurrier ret ired, but 
Will Muschamp made the 
in-state talent his top priority 
after getting hired, and he was 
able to bring Edwards back. 
Listed at 6-foot-3, 205 pounds, 
Edwards came into the spring 
with plent y of hype af ter 
enrolling early, and he gave fans 
plenty to cheer about during 
the spring game, catching two 
touchdowns. 
With no proven talent at 
the position, Edwards has the 
opportunity to really take over 
the spotlight on the outside for 
the Gamecocks. His height 
makes him an option in the 
red zone, as Samuel is 3 inches 
shorter. Plenty of people have 
put high expectations onto what 
Edwards can do right away for 
South Carolina, and for the 
passing offense to take a big 
step forward, he will certainly 
need to perform.
BRYAN EDWARDS
As a redshirt freshman 
in 2015, Googer played 
in the first 11 games of 
the season, but he only 
recorded f ive catches. 
His 6-foot-4 lanky frame 
could help the Gamecocks 
in the red zone, and he’s 
gained experience in his 
last two seasons, though 
a  new coach i ng s t a f f 
(and thus a new offensive 
system) puts everyone on 
a somewhat level playing 
fi eld. 
Googer was rated a 
four-star prospect during 
his recruitment, and fans 
are still waiting for him 
to play like it. It could 
be a breakout year for 
the sophomore with no 
established stars at the 
receiver position.
A t  6 - f o o t ,  232 
p o u n d s ,  P o l l a r d 
doesn’t have blazing 
speed, but he should 
f it  i n  a s  a  s t rong 
possession receiver 
in Columbia. 
Dav i s  r ecent l y 
underwent surgery 
for  a  hern ia ,  but 
his goal is to get on 
the field right away 
this season. He’s a 
speedster who could 
compete for time in 
the slot with Smith.
Most recruiting sites rank 
Freeman only slightly below 
Dowdle, but it is the latter 
who gets all the attention. 
Freeman averaged seven 
yards per carry as a senior 
while scoring 23 touchdowns, 
and while he figures to be 
a candidate to redshirt, the 
backfield will likely be an 
open competition early on.
A  t w o - s p o r t  a t h l e t e , 
Hinson is expected to join the 
basketball team as well after 
football wraps up. Hinson is 
6-foot-5 but only 215 pounds, 
which wouldn’t be an issue at 
receiver, but the coaches want 
him to play tight end. Hinson 
has plenty of athleticism, but 
he’ll need to fi ll out his skinny 
frame before contributing at 
tight end.
Banks was considered 
a big win on signing day 
after he decommitted from 
North Carolina, but there 
is plenty of talent ahead 
of him. If any of the wide 
receivers are to redshirt, 
Banks is the most likely 
candidate, but a st rong 




Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Courtesy of Abby Webb
Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
